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I have a couple of neighbora who might Lo
¢allod “‘representative men,” only that one of
them & o woman: nevertheless they are repre-
sontatives of & elnss who, paying no attention
to the graduates ol the Medicnl Colleges, male
or female, doctor themselves, making up for the
quality of the nursing by its quantity. Thoy de-
yote thelr whole minds, ns they only have one
mind in common, to nursing, and the object of
their attention 8 themselves.

Mrs. Rakestraw's maldon name was Brown;
but there I8 nothipg remarkable in that. She
was the qoly ehild of Mr. and Mrs. Brown. Her
father died when she was, as the play books ex
press it, “'vet au infant;” and so the maternal
Brown, when her danghtor married, made the
house of her sonsin-law lier home from that

time hencoforth, and sot up her stafl of rest with
Mr. and Mra, Rakestraw.

Mr. and Mrs. Rakestraw are a couple who
nurse themselves; and the venerable Mrs, Brown
s an aider and abetter in the same.

Mr. Rokestraw 15 o rather lean and long-
necked gentleman, middle-aged and middle-
gized, and usually troubled with a eold in the
head. Mrs. Rakestraw is a delieate-looking
lady, with very light halr, and is exceedingly
subject to the zame unpleasant disorder. The
wvenerable Mrs. Brown, who is strictly entitled to
the appellation, ler danghter not being very
young (otherwise than by conrtesy) at the
time of her marrinre, which was some years ago,
18 o mysterions old lady who Inrks behind a pair
of spoctacles and Is affiicted with a chronic dis-
case, respecting which she lins taken a vast deal
of medical advice, and referred to a vast number
of medical books, without meeting any defini-
tion of symptoms that at all suit her, or enables
her to say "“Thot's my complaint!" Indeed, the
absence of authentic information upon the sub-
ject of this complaint would seem to be Mrs,
Brown's greatest 111, as in all other respects she
je an nncommonly hinle and hearty woman.
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cerning an individual of
who, wmaking n eall - under procisely
porablel  clredmstances, and  being  then
in the best health and spirits, expired In forty-
elght honra afterwards. The vieitor, rendered
not altogether comfortablo, perhaps, by this and
other precedonts, inguices very affectionately
after Mr. Rakestraw, but by so doing urings
ubont no change of subject; for Mr. R.'s nameo is
inseparably connected with his complnints, and
his complaints are inseparably connocted with
Mrs. RHakestraw's; and when these are done
with, Mrs. Brown, who Lk been biding her time,
cuts inwith the chronic disorder—asnbject upon
which the amjable old lady never loaves off
speaking until she Is lefi alone, and very often
not then.

But Mr. Rakestraw comes home to dinner.
He ie recelved hy Mre. Rakestraw and Mes.
Brown, who, on his remarking

her  sequalntance

that he thinkes his feet are damp, tarn pale as
ushes, and deag him up stairs, imploring him to
have them rubbed directly with o dry conrss
towel. Rubbed they are, one by Mrs. Rake-
straw, one by Mrs. Brown, antil the friction
causes Mr, Rakestraw to make horrible faces,
and looks as if he had been smelling very pow-
orfully of onions; when they desist, and the pa-
tient, provided for his better security with thick
worsted stockings and list slippers, is borne
down stairs to dinner. Now, the dinner isa
good one, the appelites of the diners being not
at all delioate. Both Mr. and Mes, R, eat a re-
markably good dinner, and even the afllicted

Mre, Brown wlelds ler knife aond fork with
much of the spirit and  the elnsticity
of youth. Bat Mr. Rakestraw,
in his desirve o gratliy his appetite,

is not unmindinl of his health, 1or he has a bot-
tle of carbonate of soda, with which to qualify
his porter. Elther from eating and drinking so
much, or from being the victim of this constitu-
tional infirmity. he falle nsleep, and has scarcely
closed his eves when Mrs. Rakestraw and Mrs,
Brown cloge thelr cyes lkewise. It i8 on
awakening at tea-time that their most alarming
symptoms prevall, for then Mr. R. feels as if his
temples were tighily bound around with the
chain of the strect door, and Mes, B, as if she
had made a hearty dinner of o hunidred bhalf-
pound weights, and Mrs. Brown ns if cold water
were running down ber back, and oyster-knives
were trying 1o open ber botween the ribs.
Symptoms like thsse are enongh to make pee-
ple peevish, and no wonder thoy do little more
than doze and complain,

Supper coming atter dinner. it is agoin done
bonor to by Mr, and Mrs, Rakesteaw, still aided
and abetted by Mrs. Brown., Atwer supper, it is
ten to one but the last nomed old lady bhecomes
worse, and Is led off to bed with her chronic
complaint in full vizor, Mpe and Mrs, Rake-
straw, boving administered o her a warn ecor-
din), then repair to their own room, where Mr,
R., with his legs and fect in hot water, superin-
tends the mulling of some wine which be I8 to
drink at the very moment he plunges into bed;
while Mrs. K., in garments whose nature is un-
known to all but married men, takes four smaull
pills, with a spaamodie look between euach, and
finully comes to something hot and fragrant out
of another little sauce-pan, which serves for the
composing dranght for the night, when, smack-
ing her lips and groaning, sho ¢rawls into Led.

Thus Hterally, as well as figuratively, they all
thelr Hlethue are in Dot water,

Both Mr. and Mre. Rakestraw wear an ex-
traordinary quantity of flannel, and have a habit
of puiting their fect in hot water to an uu- |
patural extent. They likewlse indulge in chamo- |
mile tea and such llke compounds, and rub
themeelves sn the slightest provoceation with
eompound spirits and other lations applicable Lo
mumps, sore throat, rhenmatism, or lumbago,

Mr. Rakestraw’s leaving home to o to busi-
pess on 2 damp or wet morning is

a very cluborate afinir. e puis on very long
stockings over his socks, and indin-rubiber shoes
gver his boots, and weurs under his walstcoat
a culrass of rabbit-skin. Besides those precau-
tions he winds a thick shawl round his throut,
and blocks up hils mouth with n large silk hand-
kerchief. Thus accontered, and turnished hesides
with a great cont and wmbrells, he braves the
dangers of the strects, travelling in sovere
weather at & gentle trot, the better to preserve
the circulation, and bringing his mouth
o the surfnece Lo take breath
but very seldom, and with the utmost
cantion. Mg oftice door opened, he shoots past
his clerks at the same pace, and, diviog into his
own private room, closes the door, exnmines the
window fastenings, and gradually unrobes him-
sell, hanging hils pocket handkerchief on a chair
before the stove to air, and determining 1) write
to the newspapers about the fogs on the Schuyl-
kill at this scason of the yoar, which he says
+has really got to that piteh that 1t Is quite un-
bearable."

In tlls last opinion Mrs, Rakestraw nod her
respected mother fully concur; for though ugy

present, their thoughts and tongues are occu. |

pled with the same subject, lving in sight of the
river, which is thelr constant theme all day. If
anybody bappens to call, Mrs. Rakestraw opines
that they must sssuredly be mad, and her firat
salutation 18, *What, what in the name of good-
ness can bring you out In such weather? You
kngw you mus! eateh your death.” This assur-
ance Is corroborated by Mre. Brown, who adde,
in furtber contirination, & demal Jegeud con-

| seience are alike men of genins, bnt their

Do,

Yours healthinlly,

| —
Augustan Ages,
From the Saturday Reviaw,

Under what kind of politieal circumstances
does genins most flourish ? This is a ver,
old question, and it is a guestion which will
never allow of any one trenchant answer.
There are so many different kinds and de-
grees of genius, there are so many different
ways of thinking as to what genius is, that no
one genoral rule can be laid down about it. A
great poet and a great discoverer in physical

genius is so unlike in kind that we cannot
safely infer that the state of things which iy
the most likely to produce the one is also the
most likely to produce the other. Again,
there are many different kinds of poetry, each
alike allowing the display of genius, but of
which one seems most likely to tlourish in one
stato of society and another in another. And
then how do we esthate [i;uniuu ! By positive
or by relative resulls ¥ Take, for instanes,
the case of inventions, Which really shows
the greater genius, the man who brings a
thing to the highest possible point of perfec
tion, or the man who, long before, had been
striotly the inventor of the first rude form of
the thing ? The first rude kind of boat, for

example, seems ludicronsly clomsy beside
the latest improvements in navigation. Yet
one may be tempted to say that no author of
any later improvement in navigation showad
so much of daring and original genius as the
man who first s6t any kind of boat afloat on
the water. The one was stvietly an inventor;
the other simmply worked on the inveations
of another. DBut, again, two answers might
be made to this kind of argument. It might
be said, with some plansibility, that the
chances are that the inhevent goning of the
two men was kindred and equal, and thel

| each, in the gircumstances of the other, wonld
| have done what the other did.  Or again,
| it may be said that most likely thore
| mever was any invention in the strictest sense
of all; that the earlicst stages of any axt are
just as much matters of gradual development
as the latest, mud that in the eaxliest stages
there is mueh more voom for accident than in
| the latest, Still, with all this, it is bard not
| o allow a good deal of inventive genius Lo
the first beginners of the very simplost thing,
If Argo was the fivat ship, fmnt bonor is due
| to & and lis brother Argonanis, And at
l ADy rate the first man who ever got on the
back of g horse muost have been a bold man
and & deeided gonius in his own line.  End.

Josn quastions of Lthis kind way be raised, and
cudlers sovwors auey be fooud for thow, wl

tending to show that no genernl rale enn be
given on the subject. Certain forms of
genins, certain forus at any rate of some-
thing lower than genins — of intallecinal acti-
vity—are undoubledly most likely to a, rﬂr
nnder eertain forms of politioal or nocind life.
But. genins, and mere intellectual netivity
also, take snoh endloss forns that it is hope-
Jesn to loy down any goneval rale as to this or
that form of government or state of soclety
being okt favorable lo one or the other in
the abstraot,

We bave hean lod into this train of thonght,
ax into so many other trains of thonght, by
an article in thd ZLiues. The writer, whose
siticle appeared in the convse of last week, is
evidently far from being s6 rash and ignorant
us many of his brethren, He is trying to ac-
count for the veal or alleged decny of intellac-
tual life in France under the present Govern-
ment of that country. And, whether we ac-
cept all his facts and coneclusions or not, what
ho says on that head, ns well as on the present
gtate of things in England, Spain, and Italy,
in worthy thinking over and weighing., He
has evidently !m&:ml with care and intelli-
gence at the present condition of all those
connties with regard to their ourrent litera-
ture, It is only when he tiies to deal with
past times, and to drow general principles
from what he fancies to be the facts of his.
tory, that be gots beyond his depth.  We will
give the passnge at length: —

“Genius works in cycles; It has Its rich amd paoy
crope, ite prize and blenk sessons, s so-ciliod
tiolden Ages, Avgustan or Molivonn, Inftuenced,
Indeed, by poalitioal causes, a8 orops by aunospheric
accldents, but oheying also other more gencral, leds
obvious or superficial roles, acting, not only inde.
pendently of all politleal influenoe, hut somotimes
evon o antagonism to 1t The stage o the e of a
nation o Which montal energy 12 apt to b2 ot its
grentest helght is that in which, after & spell of gront
political convalsions, a perfod of comparative euse
and repose snccecds. Thus the golden age of Romuan
literature dates from the cloging of the Temple of
Janus by the First Emperor: that of modern Italy
from the termination of medimval fends ushering (o
domestic tyranny and forelgn domivation; that of
England from tho subslding of religions dissensions
under the Sceptre of Elizabeth, Golden ages of this
descriptien are always of short duration, and are
followed by erasof silver, of Iron, of bronge, smd
even of lead, A cluster of p score or 80 of sturs of
the first magnitude blaze out In the firmament, but
these glve way before minor gainxies, and presently
to mere nebnlie and utter obsenrity,”

The context seems toshow that by “‘genius”
in this passage we are to nnderstand, if not
exclusively literary genius, yet genius taking
the direction of some form of literature,
science, or art. PFor it must be evident to
every one that some shapes of “montal en-
ergy ' never have so much scope asin the
notnal “‘spell of great political convulsions.”
The genins of the real statesman or the real
general is ns much a display of **mental en-
ergy’ as the genius of the poet or tha painter,
And it is clearly while the great political eon-
vulsions are poing on that the real statesman
and the real general find their noblest oppor-
tunities. And some of the works of times of
this kind eannot be distingnished by any hard
line from satriet works of literature. What
does the writer say to oratory 7  Whather the
speeches of any given public speaker
boecome or do  mnot  become part
of the litexature of his country
depends largely npon accident or upon the
enstom of his age and country, The speeches
of Demosthenes form part of the literature
of Greece: the speeches of Pericles do not.
There is no reason to be given for this differ-
ence except that in the days of Pericles it
had net become the custom for orators to
write down and preserve their speeches,while
in the days of Demosthenes it had. Tt may
be answered that one or two speeches of
Pericles are preserved by Thueydides, and
doubtless, as regards the general sentiments
of Pericles, they are preserved. But no one
supposes that the report of Thueydides gives
us any idea of the stylo of Pericles; what he
sives us is the sentiments of Pericles trans-
ated into his own style. As a literary
composition, then, the funernl oration of
Poricles is a8 much lost to us as the
countless other speeches of Pericles
which Thueydides did not report at all. But
though the speeches of Demosthenes form,
while the speeches of Pericles do not form, a

art of the literature of Greecce, there is no
real difference between the two. Thers is
simply the accident that the one set of
speeches were written down and that the
others were not. The two sets of composi-
tions were essentinlly of the same kind.
Pericles and Demosthenes ulike composed
real speeches for veal delivery, and, as far as
we know, they composed nothing else. They
did not sit fl'nwn. like Iscerates, and write
esunys or pamphlets whieh were meant not to
be spoken but to be read. As far then as
oratory is a form of “‘mental energy,” we
always run the risk of giving one ap un-
fuir preference over another, simply because
the speeches of one age were wrilten down
while the speeches of another age were not.

But we will go on to the general rules laid
down by the writer in the TYuies, 1s his
genernl doetrine true ¥ Do his instances bear
it ont? The first sentence of our extract
sounds to us a little hazy: but the second
is clenr enongh. Mental energy, that is,
the particular kind of mental energy which
the writer has in his eye, iz to be mainly
looked for in times when, “after a spell
of great political convulsions, a period of
comparative ense and repose succeeds,”
The instances of “Golden Ages” which the
writer gives—Angustan, Medicean, Eliza-
bethan—allow ns to guess what he means
by groat political convulsions, He does
not mean a reipgmn of terror like certain
stages of the French Revolotion; he means
times of great political change, times of
religions reform, times when men's
minds are paturally awskened and pat
on the streteh,

mental energy. *“The Republic had no need
of chemists;” neither had it much need of
poets or historians, But surely times of great
political excitement, whera the excitement
does not quite reach that height, re divectly
favorable to mental enexrgy. The crop may
be sometimes gathered in a later and quieter
time, but it is the days of political excitomant
that stirred up the mental energy and sowed
the seed which the quicter days reap. The
writor in the Z¥nes gives us the wiual con.
veniional talk abount the **Augunstan age = of
Home. *“‘The golden age of Iloman litera-
ture dates from the closing of the Temple"—
he of conrse means the Gate— 'of Janus by
the Kirst Emperor.” Now ix this proposition

true in apy sense? We wight of course
murmur something ~ about the received
Roman literatnre not boing  Roman
at  all, about the Cammme weaping

over the gravegol Nmvius, But take the
Roman literature as we have it \_\"imw\'t'-l'
may be meant by a Golden Age of literature,
do the so.called Augustan writers really sur-
pass the ante-Augustan writers? Withoat
going further baak, we rny fairly ask whethog
Virgil, Horace, Livy, and the rest, groat ge-
niuses as they nndoubtedly were,were greater
eninses than the men of the Commonwpalth,
acreting, Catullns, Cicero, Ballast, Cuwsar
hizpself ¥ For mere gening, as distinguished
from nrtificial finish, the eurlier poels ave at
loast the equals of the later, and the later pe-
riod can boast of one great prose writer only.
And in talking sbont the Angustan Age we aro
apt (o forgel thad the men whe did it honor

Now amere reign of terror |
certginly does not lead to grest displays of |

wore men who born, and many of
bogun to write, before tho
sn. To go no further}
the writer in the Pimear has quite f ten
howl:':funportionofthg writl of Hornoe
was tten befors the (iate Janus was
!Almt. while the Civil War was still raging.
I'bo Angustan Age itsolf, the men born
that age, produced vory little indeed. The
only way in which the empire really en.
oo gening and mental energy of any
kind was by drawing forth indignant protests
ngainst itself, in the form of t.E: writings of
Lucan, Juvenal, and Tacitus, ‘That is to ,
the fivst crop of Roman litoraturo was dn:.{n
men who were formed in the days before the
empire, the second crop was due to men
whom the empire sohooled into o position to
itself. For the mental enorgy which is called
forth by imperialisth pure and simple, the
writer in the 1 {me must go to Statins and
Martial,

As to the Medicean nge in Italy, that may
wenn either the lnst half of the fifteenth con-
tury or the first half of the sixteenth, or both
together, It is by no means cloar what exact
time the writer in the 7Vmes means. The
“Golden Age of wodern Italy,"” he tells us,
‘‘dotes from the termination of medimval
feuds ushoring in domestic tyranny and
foreign domination,” It is by no means clear
whetber it was the medimvalfeuds thersolvos,
or the' termination of the medimval feuds,
\\']Ju:h ushered in  domestic tyranny and
foreign domination, The Modiceanr period
is  generally hold at least to t in
the days of Lorenzo, and in the
duys of Ldrenzo, whatever we say about
domestic tyranny, foreign domination can
hardly be said to have been yet ushered in.
And whichsver period we take for the Golden
Age, whether the days of Lorenzo or the days
of his son, ean we call the Medicean period
a time of real mental energy? A time of
great mental petivity it undoubtedly was, an
age of revived art, of revived scholarship, of
much ewrious study in many ways, But for
real mental energy we must surely go to an
earlier time. Surely the one name of Dante,
the true child and type of free Italy, out-
waighs all the elegant scholars and makers of
pretty Latin verses who swarmed around Lo-
renzo and Leo.

To turn to our own land, the description
which the writer gives of the time of Eliza-
beth sounds rather odd. *‘Under her scaptre”
woare told that religions dissensions subsided.
Surely we cannot say that religions dissen-
sions subsided under Elizabeth, but rather
that they took new shapes and were more de-
finitely formulized. Under Henry, Edward,
and Mary, there had been no small stock of
religions dissensions, but they were all dis-
sensions within the same body. Some thonght
that change had gone too far, others that it
had not gone far enough, out there was no
setting up of altar against altar. In Eliza-
beth’s time we get the beginning of religions
dissensions of the modern type; we find the
first separatists from the established religion,
the first Papistsand the first Dissenters striotly
s0 called,  And survely the reign of Elizabeth,
though not exactly a time of politieal conyul-
gion within the kingdom, was a time of in-
tense political excitoment, anything but a
time of ense and repose. And agnin, the dis-
play of mental energy during the Llizabethan
age was of quite another sort from that of
either the Anrpaslnn or the Medicean age. It
was essentially a display, not of mers scholar-
ship and imitation, but of the boldest original
genius,

It is somewhat strange that tha writer
makes no reference whatever to the litorature
of old Greece, Cortainly there is no litera-
ture whose history more thoronghly upsets
his theory. To whatever date we assign the
Homeric poems, we can hardly fancy that
they are the work of an age of special ease
and repose, and it is certain that the recorded
literature of (Greece, from Archilochus to De-
mosthenes, was the work of very stirrin
times indeed. Its greatest displays of menuﬁ
energy took place in the midst of the political
convulsions of the Persian, the Peloponne-
sian, and the Macedonian wars. For the Au-
gustan or Medicean age of Gireek literature
we must look to the days of the Ptolemies,
when snch Greek intellect as was left took
shelter in the ease and repose of the Court of
Alexandria, There we tim{';lenty of learning,

plenty of science, plenty of imitative poetry;
hut the nearest npi:mach to original genius 18
to be found in the pastorals of Theocritus,
And they can hardly be set agninst Homer,
Pindar, and the dramatic peets. The one
really great Greek writer of this age is surely
Polybius; and he passed the best of his days
a8 the cilizen and statesman of a free com-
monwealth,
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BANKERS,
NO. 109 BOUTH THIRD STREET,

FHILADELFHIA,
DRAW BILLS OF EXCHANGE ON THE UNION
BANK OF LONDON,

DEALERS IN ALL GOVERNMENT 8
GOLD, BILLS, Bo. ECURITIES,

Xecelve MONEY ON DEPOSIT, allowing interest,

Execute orders for Btocks in Philadelphis, New
Eor_tt._nocw_ n, and Buumum_ 4 905

(GLENDINNING, DAVIS & Cco,

NO, 48 SOUTH THIRD STREET,

PHILADELPHIA,

GLENDINNING, BAVIS & AMORY,

NO. 2 NASSAU STREET, NEW YORK
BANKERS AND BROKEEHRS,

Direct telegraphic communication with the Now
Yor:_ BtackBoami from the Phlladelphia Oflee, [12%§

SMITH, RANDOLPH & CO.,
BANKERS,
PHILADELPHIA AND NEW YORK,

DEALERS IN UNITED STATES BONDS, and MEM.
BERS OF 8TOCK AND GOLD EXCHANGE,
Receive Aceounts of Banks and Bankers on Libera
Terms,

ISSUR BILLS OF EXCHANGE ON
C. J. HAMBRO & BON, London.
B, METZLER, 8, BOHN & (0., Frankfort
JAMES W, TUCKER & CO., Parls.
And Other Principal Ofties, and Letters of Credit
198  Avallable Throughout Burope,

JOHN 8. RUSHTON & CO.,
No. 50 BOUTH THIRD STREET.

NOVEMBER COUPONS

AND

WARRANTS

CITY

10 6 8m BOUGHT AXD SOLD,

CITY WARRANTS
BOUGHT AND BOLD,

c. Tn Y'nxlay Jl.' . co-.
NO. 20 BOUTH THIRD STREET,
FRILADELFHIA

FINANOIAL. FINANCIAL. —
A RELIABLE HOME INVESTMENT, (B * ™ * '™ 6 ®movsw
THE FIRST t;rumx soxps | JAY COOKE & CO.,

Nos 112and 114 South THIRD Street,
. PHILADELFHIA,
mmmwm
0l4 6208 Wanted in Exchange for New.
A Liberal Difference allowed.
Compound Interest Notes Wanted.
Interest Allowed on Deposiia,

COLLECTIONS MADR,
ey o STOCKS bought ad sold

Bpecial Lusiness sccommodations reserved fof

indien
We will recetvo for Policies of Life

applications
Insurance tn the National Lite Insurance

of the Unitod States. Full informailon given st ouy

DREXEL & co.
NO. 34 SOUTH THIRD STREET,
American and Foreign

BANKERS,

ISSUR DRAFTHE AND CIRCULAR LETTRRS
CHREDIT avallable on pmnhn‘:nnm any uno;

Europa,

Travellers can mako all their Onancial arranges
moents th h us, and we will collect terogt
and d.lvldm witbout charge, -l
DrExEl, WiNTHnor & Co,, Deexsi, Hanszs & Oa

New York Parin 8104

P. 8 PETERSON & cCO..

Btock and Exchange Brokers,
NO. 39 BOUTH THIRD STREET,
Members of the New York and Philadelphia SLock

and Gold Boards,

BTOOKS, BONDS, Etc., bought and soid en com.
misslon only ateithercity 1268
S SHIPPING. '
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